Digital dlsplay

Electronic symposium
takes modern art off the wall
and into the future
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“The whole computer experi-
ence is synthetic,” says the e

Other artlsts at the Chicago Cul-
tural Center apply this same
biend of simple objects and high-

Saturday.
The eighth annual symposium,
held in a different place cach
ear, is an academic conference
Tor sharing new directions in elec-
tronic media and grappling with
the aesihetlc and social Issues it
and

h o
computer technology and nature.
In Rinaldo’s plece, microcomput
ers respond to the motion of Sla-
mese fighting fish by activating
robotic arms that move the entire
fish bowl in the dlrecllnn the fish
are swimming. “The primary phi-
losophy here 1s that techriology
needs to look to natural systems
for modeling, to look for a seam-
less Integration between natural
and technological form,” Rinaldo
says.
An Installation by symposium
chair Decker creates an audio
“chandelier” made of metal paint
stirrers that softly click with
changing palterns of sounds that
resemble chirping birds. The
rhythmic flow of sound and
motion when standing at the cen-
ter of the installation provides a
mediative oasls from the cacoph-
ony of technology in general.
Theres lots more clectronc ar!

the Art Institule, Columbus Drive
and Jackson Boulevard. The offl
cial ISEAS7 exhibit opens Wednes-
day and occuples two floors of the
school's building at 847 W.

son St with 10000 square feet of
space devoted to four movin

robotic works alone. The exhibit
is open through Saturday. Al the
same location, “Beyond Shelter:
The Architecture of the Future"

brings together virtual and physl
cal Installations and “Hy

offers an eclectic sampling s

dent work. The school Is also
playing host to a “video multime-
dia block party” open to the pub-
lic at Eckhart Park, 1300 W. Chi-
cago Ave., from noon to 11 p.m

raises abou

human interaction. The confer-
once also featurcs workshops on
subjects such as 3-D antmatlon,
creating “hyper-spaces” (spaces '
with links fo digital media) and
digital sound systems.

Honorary ISEA97 chairwoman |
Laurie Anderson kicks off the
sympostum Tuesday night with
snd highelech sio.

ical psychologist Sherry Turkle
delivers a keynote address that
looks at the impact of the multiple
ersonas people create fo partici-
pafe in on-line games or fantasy
Eamnitiss, Turklo Ja aulhoe of !
the book “Life on the Screen:
Identity in the Age of the Inter-
net.” :

You need to be a symposium
registrant to attend eithier of these -
events, but lots of other special

{ions inchude the Harold Washing: -
. the Museum of Con-
t and Randolph '
Strest Gati
More dmaus are available |
through the ISEA97 Web site !
(www.articedu/ isea97), by call- -
ing 312-345-3602, and by visiting |
the conference central headquar- |
zm at 112 S. Michigan Ave. To !
ter for workshops or the full .
Sympostum, call 312,69 5170
Freelance writer Abigail Foerst- !
uent contributor to the |
ief his- |
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